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CALENDAR FOR NEXT FEW MONTHS. 
AU;UST 30 International Camellia Society\ Congress - New Zealand. (See Bulletin Np. 7). SEPT 25~6-7 RHS Show (The Great Autumn Show). OCT 9-10 RHS Show. [ 1 21 The High Beeches - garden open 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. for a charity. See below. 30 Rhododendron Group Committee Meting. Time to be 30-31 advised. RHS Show. L te Autumn Show. Tree and Shrub Competition. Noy · 9 South East Branch meeting. ee below. 

MAR.QR 23-27 
1980 

The 1980 Congress of the Society, Kyoto, Japan. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -MATTERS OF IMMEDIATE OR CUJ;lRENT INTEREST . 

ational Camellia 
over on page 2. 

- - r 
i 
I OCT 21. THE HIGH BEECHES. The garden will be open on this day, a Sunday, for~ charity - on this occasion it s the Knowles Tooth Children's Centre (working with children at ri k). However, Mr .and Mrs Boscawen inform me that members of he Rhododendron Group wili also be welcome, with families and friend. The autumn colour is usually BOOd at this time of the year. As he garden is being opened at 10.00 a .m. arrangements have been ma ,e for a Ploughman ' s Lunch to be availabl e , and there are various a tivities including a ~lants Stall, Produce Stall and Craft Stall. Free car parking , but no dogs please; it is regretted that the s eepness of the grass pa·ths • r enders the garden unsuitable for wheelc airs. Apart from this opening, the garden can b visited by organized parties subject to private bookings, usually not later than th~ end of October. For further informat on on e i ther of these matters, please get in touc}1 with The Secretar , The. High Beeches, H1:'l-~dcross, ~ussex , telephone: Handcross 400589 

NOV 9. SOUTH EAST BRANCH.MEETING. Subject to atisfa~tor y completion. qf arrangeme:p.ts now--il) hand, it is roposed ·to .hold a meeting of the Branch on Frida:y evening, 9th ·N vember, wh~n slides of the gar~ens visited on the Rhododendron Gro p1 s 1979 Scottish Tour w~ll be shown . Many of the photograph~ a e of species .which for varlous reasons are .not widel y grown in th South East of England. By kip.d permission of Mrs Benn. and 1' iss :Rreston, : the meeting will take . place at Slaug~am .Park, Hand rose, Sussex, and detaila . wiil be disseminated t o members later. 
PLANT-HUNTING IN SIKKIM - SEED-SHARING OPPOR ITY. Mr Derek B ~Fox, of· 54, Woodlands Roaq., H9ckley, Essex, .member of the . Group, is going. on· an expedition to S~kkim in Octobe~ · Q79, with Mr Oleg Poiunin~ . If. any member of tb.e Group would lilte :Rhododend~on or other seed, w6u.J,d they pl ease let .Derek Fox kno as soon as possible. He .. :i.s sugg.esting that ~embers mig~.t be w-illing t_o ,pay'.:£10.00 for about twenty packets of seed. 

E ·sHORTLY. - .• 
·., :tfQ.~AELE C.Al:iEL41IA AND·' R!!01}0DENDRO~ GARDEN FOR S ' ·Lower Coombe Royal at Kingsbridge in South Devo o~·i.'~JJ.e .,m~rket. F,or f~ther ;informati.on please the Chairman' s notes • . : 

• is shortly coming 
ead the .mention in ' . 

RHOIX)DENDRQN EXPERT 'N~EDED,~ INTiRESTING OFPORTf!NITY AND HOUSE . 'A free ho~se in. the .a9u~~ of Englan~ is o+fer~d in ret~n for .expert advice 6n showing and hybridising Rhododendron~~-. 
11
For more information see the advertisement in the sectio Situations Vacant and Required 11 , under SMALJ;,-Ads in 'Th~ .Gard,~n '1 , :or Augµ'.3t .l~'Z,~ ~ 
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MINQUIERS - A DORSET-HAMPSHIRE GARDEN OPEN IN 1980. I have had a very interesting letter from Mrs Newman of St. Ives; Ringwood, Hampshire. She tells me that the garden will be open in 1980 for Gardeners' Sunday as well as on certain other days - see the Yellow Book of Gardens Open when it is published next year, e try under DORSET - N.B. The garden has been developed over the last tw nty years entirely by her husband - Group Member Mr J.S.Newman; r ~iring at age 60, he is still 1 going·strong' at 80. The garden is bout an acre and features Rhododendrons and Azaleas; this,a siz which allows scope to many plantsmen and specialists, will be of 'int rest to those who like a wide-ranging collection of plants but who do not employ a gardener. 
1980 CONGRESS OF THE INTERNATIONAL CAMELLIA SO IETY, KYOTO, JAPAN. Mr H.J.Tooby, Membership Representative of the I.C.S., has sent me a copy of the First Circular, Nay 1979, for th·s congress . He has received a large consignment of these leaflets for distribution, and will be glad to send a copy to any Group Membe interested. Unfortunately this bulletin will not reach mem ere in time for the deadline for the acceptance of the invitation, which is 31st July. Anyone interested should get in touch with Mr ooby, address:-New House Farm, 

Bransford, 
Worcester w;R.6 5JB. 

THE GROUP EXHIBIT AT THE MAY 1979 RHODODENDRON SHOW, VINCENT SQUARE. 
The South Eastern Branch tackled their 16 1 x 8' stand at the 1979 R.H.S. Rhododendron Show with great enthu iasm. The theme was 'The World-wide Distribution of Rhododendron'. Sixteen members took an active part, only two of them having any experience of staging an exhibit of th_is s ze. The work included research, collecting and transporting ( over a ide area),. staging, labelling ( we were luclcy to have an expertcallifgra.pher on · this), the drawing up and erecting of the very large map, a, not least, the onerous clearing up afterwards. • In addition to these sixteen members, the~e were all those others who so generously gave us their superb f owers and foliage, and also their time, picking them for us. All our wants were eventually supplied, in luding R.canadense, for America, R,luteum (forced), for Europe, and _R.macgregoriae 'Elsie Louise' for New Guinea. The unexpected rrival· of a magnificent bunch of R.pseudochrysanthum (Mt. M rrison, Formosa, 13~000 ft ~) -caused a brief panic. • .Considering-the .ambitiousness of our theme, and the fact that so few of us had worked together before, we wer all more than satisfied with our Silver Gilt Lindley Medal. Reflecting afterwards, experi ence is inval ·able, and .. team work essential. We got by on enthusiasm, goodwill ·d talent : t Again looking back, we had three experienc d people packing for two hours, and we should have had six peopl packing for one hour. Every hour saved in the morning is worth two ~t •night, an~ _everything possible must be done the day before. Every ~i ute spent in forward planning counts ·towards the effectiveness of th finishe~ exhibit~ we all learned a tremendous lot about rhbd dend~on species, and enjoyed ourselves very much. It was very h rd _work, b~t it was immensely exhilarating to be co-operating with o many equally fervent enthusiasts. 

r REMINDER-OF THE NAMES AND ADDREssEs-oF ~rt: uii• s iioffo.RAJiy-ofFfcERs. 
Hon.- Secretary:- J,Waugh Owens, jubilee Lodge, arpole , Leominster, Herefordshire HR6 OBA. • Hon. Treasurer:- David N.Farnes, Corton Lodge, 1, Burntwood Avenue, Emerson Park , Hornchurch, Esse:jc RM11 3JD·. Hon. Bulletin Editor:- K.J .W.Lowes , Rout Lodge, Colwood Lane, Warninglid, Sussex. \ 

I 
I FOR LOCAL BRANCH ORGANIZERS, SEE. NEXT PAGE. j 
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. S~uth West Branch:-C.J.Page, Derow, Kelliwith, Weock, Truro, Cornwall. Wessex· B_ranch:-R.Dud],ey-Cooke, fllontclare House, 1 Greenhill Road, Farnham, Surrey GU9 8TN. South East Branch:-The Hon. H.E.Boscawen, The H~gh Beeches, Handcross, •. Sussex RH17 6HQ. East Anglian Branch:-C.E.Grainger, The Cherries~ 24,Beaumont Way • Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14 1SA. 1 ' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1- - - - - - - - -
EDITORIAL. 

lam very lucky in the support I have had rom members in response to appeal for the earlier numbers of the Bullet n. I am now able, not only . to. express my thanks to those who answered my last appeal, but also to say that I now have all I need. I have completed the file in the Lindley Library and have a file for myself. In addition I have a spare file for emergency use by any other of th Group's officers (and there may be new .ones eventually I suppose~ or for copying purposes. It is even possible to say that exac,ly the right number of copies have been supplied by exactly the right umber of people, and there has been no waste~ 

THE SCOTTISH TOUR, MAY 1979. ' 
·.The Scottish Tour is mentioned by the Chai in his notes and is •being written up in the new Year Book. My w fe and I were staying in, .the area and were able to join the members o the Tour in six of tlie ~ardens they visited. Most of us must have learned a lot about rhodqde~drons, and as we gathered round some in eresting specimen there was often a brief impromptu lecturette wh"ch was of a highly instructive nature. However, the atmosphere waJ not always serious -far from it. I think no-one can have come away from the Tour without at least one amusing incident in his mind. So s to l et readers who were not with us h8;Ve a small share in the ligh er sid,e, I record some sa.mpies below.· In transcription, and away from context, they inevitably lose impact and spont a~ity; .but :in ubstance they have not been unduly tampered with, even if aometimes slightly embellished. 
At one garden a few cars arrived a few min es early, and the occupants awaited the arrival of the coach with he main party. The owner of the garden came out to the entrance gat , and on hearing of the situation suggested that one of the early ar ivals, who admitted that. he had ·visited the garden a few times befor, should set off with this small party and explain the l ayout and dire tion of the paths; so he became the Directipn Explainer._ Unhappily. fo him he was presumed to know the plants a.s well, .. and was soon being a dressed by one of the light_-hearted members as ·11Profeasor11 • As. the pa ty_ went along there were problems of identifi_ciation in the subseries Glischrum, wi'th glischrum itself, glischroides and habrotrichum 11 causing uncertainty. Eve'ntually the Direction Explainer was hailed fr ma distance of about fifteen feet and asked his opinion about. yet ano her bristly-foliaged plant . about eight f~et high and across, bearing s yet no open flowers. "OM another glischrum, glischroides or hab:rotri hum" he replied airily, still at fifteen feet distance. At this precise moment .the owner appeared on the path conducting the main p rty. "And here is one of my very favourite rhododendrons", he was aying, "Rhododendron rude; you can easily distinguish it from the oth r Gli schrums~ because it always has hairs on the top of the leaf-surfa e". Total collapse of the Rather Under-informed Direction Explainer who was , as you have, 'gues·sed, the. Editor. , . ".Another incident related to a member who ha driven up frQm. D~von, and, arriving at a dividing of the route, some w~ere in Scotland, had stopped to ask the way. The information haviHg peen prov.ided .by a passer-by, and the member preparing to driye offtarter ;thanking him, the in:formant said "Excuse me, Sir, are you; .. awar ;that. there, is .a pair of secateurs on the roof of. your car?". . , uite. a driv~r. ~ Story' number three concerns Mr Davidian at ,d:i,nburgh, talking to our party, grouped like students round their pro1essor • . One , ·of ;the members asked "How can one distinguish between t]llis species X and the 
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I · r • 



4 
very si,milar Y ?" :t-1r Davidian' s rep:J_y will n~t be forgotten: "Well .if a man sends you a leaf and asks what it is, J just put it in a littie alcoho1, and .when you look at it under a high-Ijowered microscope the name will come up and write itself." 

1 Finally an incident to illustrate the intense specialization of your genuine species enthusiast. One garden 01-iner, recogniztng the difficulties associated with conducting a larg~ party up, around and down the steep narrow paths of his beautifully natural glen garden, had enlisted the h·elp of a distinguished garde _.owning neighbour and friend, with an intimate knowledge of the plan 
1
s in the garden, so that groups could be smaller and thus hear bet!r. On the way round it became clear that our learned - and I must dd, very keenly­appreciated - guide held in clear disdain all t the pure blue-blooded species; and even then it was evident tihat any plant we passed would be all the better for being at lef~t a rhododendron. Later, at an open-air lunch very kindly provided .by our hosts, the distinguished gentleman was overheard to say t;I a member of our host's household: "I've had quite a shock this morningl; I've just been talking to a man who says he likes camellias~ r 

l think you will agree that that's about erough for now. 
BULLETIN NO. 10. 

e date JULY at the 
:factual, I believe it several items which 

Although I know as I am doing this that t head of Page 1 of this issue is nominal and no has·· been worth running late in order to ' includ I ·knew·to -be virtually on the way to me ·after spite of this I intend to maintain the target o and . would therefore like contributions to arri e - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -CHAIRMAN'S NOTES, ·- . . . 
TOURS , 1 980 • 

e dead-line. In 
October for No. 10, 
by 'October 10th. 

As was reported at the Annual General Meet·ng, the majority of members expressing any opinion at all seemed to be in favour of a tour of Cornish gardens in 1980, though they wee probably worse ,affected by last winter's weather than most of he rest o:f the country, and have been more often visited by th Group than any other region. • 
No Tours Secretary has yet emerged, but it is proposed in future to ask Regional Branches to organise the Group's annual tours. After 1980; the. location of tours will be decid d by the Executive Committee advised by Branch Organisers, and in his way it is hoped to make it possible to visit some of the· fine . r ododend-~on. gardens which are off the well-beaten track,• as we did n '1978'/ . ' • • Will memb,ers interested in taking part: in • • tour of Cornish gardens, pr.obably .over the last weekend iri Ai>.i-.:1-. . ·.ri.~x,t • year, ,kindly ;notify the Chairman before the 1 st September', . 's )ring wheth~r· tp.ey pr·efer to make their own arrangements for acc·o o·dati•ort and travel, or··would like to take part in a package tour ? '· There will be a one-day visit to two gar·de s in the South East region during Chelsea Week, to be arranged by t 'e y1ce-Chairm8:11• 

ANmJii-I, GENERAL .MEETilfG. 

·• At the A.G.M~· on the 26th June, Mr J .D.Bon and Mr A .F .George were re-elected unopposed to the Executive Comm ttee for a further period of three years. 
Sir Eric Savill was unanimously elected an Honorary Life Member of the Group. The text of an exchange of lette s with the Chairman i~l~low. • 

= • • •• 28th june 1979 Dear Sir Eric, 
1 I have very great pleasure in informing you that, at the 2nd Annual General; Meeting of the ·re-co1;sti~uted Rho~odendron & pamellia Group, on the 26th June; by unanimou resolution, you were .·elected an Honorary Life Member of the Gro ,·p, . in recognition of iou.r appreciation of all that you have done t . encourage the cultivation of rhododendrons. 
' 

• 1 
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With great affection, 

(REPLY) 

Yours ever, ! . 
. !Walter. 

( E.W.M.~agor) 

My dear Walter, I 2.1.19. 

What a delightful thought of yo~ and your Committee to elect me an Honorary Life Member of your Rh, dodendron and Camellia Group. It is a very great honour which I love to have. 
• Yours ever, 

Eric Savill. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - i - -A • G .M • 1 980. 

The next Annual General Meeting wi·11 be h1ld on the 17th June , 1980. 

THE PLANTSMAN. i 
To those members of the Group who have no~ seen it yet, I cannot recommend too highly 'The Plantsman', to be pu~lished quarterly by 'Th.a Garden: Journal of The Royal Horticultura~ Society', a t £6.50 to members of the R.H.S. The first number , d~t ed June 1979 contains at least two articles which I should like to halve had forth~ 

Rhododendron & Camellia Yearbook, and the star~ of what promises to be a most interesting survey, proposed by Mr a~d Mrs Kenneth Beckett of King's Lynn, a survey of the hardiness of sl;ightly tender trees 
an~ shrubs in the_ 1978-9 winter, on the lines o~ the survey carried out by the 'New Flora and Silva' in 1934-6. I 

I EFFECTS OF THE 1978-9 WINTER. I 
This, I think, is .. worth adapting for the s that members of this Group grow. After two 24-hour blizzards i F.ebruary 1978, which incidentally blew all but one of the 2000- or so flower buds off my Ma~olia campbellii, Cornwall had in 1979 the t ughes t January­F~~uary since 1963; all my big-leaved Rhododen ron species except R. corYJ}:haeum were defoliated, and most of the 4addenii Group killed . ·Althoug_ the owner of one of the. gardens which e visited .. in, ·Argyll wrote to me at the end of February. that they. st 11 had 18 feet of snow in. drifts at

1 
the top of the glen, I was ve y struck, in comparison with Cornwall, by the very good health of the r ododendrons that we saw in Argyll, even though several of our hosts felt that they must apologise for the previous night's frost and; i . true Ruth Draper style, said "You should h~ve , seen the_; garden la t, weeklf~.- Ijl. -f~ct, to ore coming from the rigours of ,~ quite excep ional Cornish winter, they would not appear to .have-.had. a winter· in A -gyll at all. I hear that they were far less favoured. in- Wigtownshir ·, . and curiou~ly this year in Cornwall the south coast gardene .seem t . have suffered worse than the north. On the 24th May , during the Gr up visit to Exbu.ry, there was a pause du.ring the fascinating tour t at ,Mr: Douglas· Harris gave us, to ~iscuss the horrors of the winter. Nobody iseemed very clear whether they :were talking about . degrees o , frost; or, below zero -_. C or F, but in a sort of Dutch auction, 130 eone said they had had .-20 degrees, which someone else capped by s ying that it had been -25 at Redruth, and a small man , at my ~lbow mur u.red 11 _I don't: like to boast, but we .had it minus sixty .all winter" iWhen I expressed astonishment, and .asked where he lived, he repl ed ."Yukon_i•. • 

SlmVEY OF SLIGHTLY TE:ijDER PLANTS. .. 
:' ME1-?1Y · plants- a:t'.e described in , ' Bean' and in Hillier' s Man~l: as 'hardy only in the south west', yet · some . of,:, hese ·have survived 

for years in .the north and :east; at least-since
1
1963, and a few gardens seem to have had specimens which surviv~d when all others around the country were severely damaged or killed. There may be .. special ... reasons for .. this, such as --the . micro-cliipate .. which -permitted 

a Fremontodendron californicum in "lil:l~ Chelsl=J.~ , Piy~i9 <;¾~rd.~:q., . 20 _f~e~ high against the house, to survive the .. winte'r a ·d '.be in full flower · 
during Chelsea Week. In some cases, they may b . ~ortunate .en~ugh to have hardier clones, which perhaps should be ·ma e-- widely distributed. 

I 

--- --------------· -· ....... ..... -----· ··•· . ___ ,. __ .... .... . - . -l · .. 
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Mr and Mrs Beckett, in 'The Plantsman', s~ggest a new survey, in which garden owners, growing plants on a list bf semi-tender shrubs, are invited to report their performance during! and since the 1978-9 winter, giving in each cas.e where possible : : 

!a) source of material; ' b) when planted (there is an age-hardine s correlation); c) s_i tua tion with regard to walls, hedge , etc . . , and prevailing winds; 
(d) any steps taken to protect the plant n winter. 
Adapting this to the genera in which the roup is interested, we shall be glad to hear from members, particu arly from the colder areas, growing any of the following plants, wh~t their performance has been during and since the 1978-9 winter. ! 

Camellia x Cornish Snow 
granthamiana 
hon·gkongensis 
reticulata, cultivars 

List of Plants. \ 
Michelia dolt5opa 
Rhododendron ;rmanicum 

-do- • . , wild form saluenensis 
sasanqua 
tsai, 

Magnolia delavayi 
grandiflora 

ALSO:- nitida 
Any other. plants of these genera not 

ciliicalyx aggregate 
c nnabarinum & hybrids gµ:-ande .• 

iffithianum & hybrids 
cabeanum 
ddenii· group 
llotum 

considered hardy. 
THE MADDENII GROUP. , Now that all 8 species in sub-series Madd~nii, recognised in the 1967 edi-tion . of the Rhododendron Handbook,~art One, : are to be , r .~garded as a singl.e species, maddenii (Maddeni Group)· - Notes • Roy:.Bot.Gard.Edinb•.36:107(1978) - .·•it might be ' f in~~rest to . record a comparison of the performance of the differe t ~ .forms in the severe winter of 1979 in this garden where they have own for many years. . . . 

. • . ·. brachysiphon Balf.f,. H2-3. Filaments hair;y at b?,se, stamens 20; " • hardly affected. • • I • 1 
• crassum Franch. H2-4. Filaments hairy at ase, stameris 15-21; regarded as 'the hardiest of the Maddenii rhododendrons' ·; F26923;F2759 and F21582. Just surviving. • • • • maddenii Hook.f. H2-3. Filaments glabrous • stamens 20~ Looked alright in ,.May, but n w looking si?k and flower buds· failed · to open. polyandrum Hutch. H2-3. Filaments hairy a base; . stamens 25. All killed, 

LOWER COOMBE ROYAL, 
·Members think:tng 0f retiring or of, e~hibi ing camellias grown in the open- at · the !Vincent ,Square shows may ·be· int~reated· to know that .Lower Coombe ·Royal at 'Kingsbridge in Sout ··nevori·.-1s ·. shortly . ,coming on : the rilar,ket ;.. agents Fox of ·Exeter·. • here were -'descriptions of ·i this 1fine garaen ·in the -1974 •.and 1978 yearb oks. · It -' is ' here · that R. •Luscombei t originated, and I there is one ' of ! • ooker'·a original • plants of.R,niveum. ·There is also·a fine coli ction of modern rhododendron hybrids, and an outstanding colle tion of camellias, which has enabled the present owner . to be the eading prize winner at tlie•Oamellia :snow on a number of occasions n recent years. The house ; and garden ar.e : of• 'a manageable size, and there is • a small nursery/ which could be -developed. This is an !outstanding opportunity~ . . • • "° •. · • · · • · • :; , • ' • • 

~~~;A;I6N-;; ;;~ ~I~~--M;/ i ;7;, - ~ - + ~ --~ £1, !M!-1:i • -
" -:· , •. 

I ,J •. 
10n: :the penultim,ate day of the Argyll Tour,J in the gardens of 
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Brodick Castle, on a fine sunny afternoon, a ~~esentation was made to our Chairman as a token of thanks by the membe son the tour for all the . effort that he had put in and the hard wor that he had done to arrange the tour, which had been such an outst nding success and so thoroughly enjoyed by all concerned. 

For_ obvious reasons a seven-foot sapling ~ree could not be carted around Scotland for direct presentation
1
, but the tree 'Sorbus sp. Ghose ·(aucuparia section) had already been~obtained, and was · delivered to Major Magor soon after his return from Scotland. The last report that we had from'Lamellen' was tha the tree was settling well into its new .home - long may it flourish i .. Sorbus sp, Ghose is probably new to culti ation and comes from the Himalayas. It is a small tree -of upright abit, hardier than Sorbus insi~is, to which it has some affinity and it has. be~n introduced into this country by Messrs Hillier of Winchester. 

CAMELLIA 'ELSIE JURY' AND THE RECENT HARD WIHT•R. 
Sir Giles Loder has made some interestingtobservations on this camellia's performance in the 1979 flowering s ason. His note is reproduced here; the reactions of readers will be of interest. • "This recent hard winter has demonstrated - at least in the South-East - the hardiness of camellias, which in many cases here flowered better than normally. One curious ex eption is the hybrid 'Elsie Jury', whose numerous buds have turned rown, rotted away and fallen off, though the plant itself looks uite healthy. Checking up on this phenomenon, I inspect d the camellias in the Trial Ground at the R.H.S.'s gardens at Wi lay. There I found a plant of C.'Elsie Jury' which obtained an F .. c. in 1975 has been affected in a similar way, with no flowers on tat all; all buds have rotted away and fallen off. Immediately djacent was C.'Mildred Veitch', covered with blooms, as in-eed were the majority of the Williamsii hybrids nearby. , It would be interesting to know if other krowers of C. 1 Elsie Jury' have had a similar experience. " T 

ONE-DAY VISIT TO EXBURY, May 1979. 
On the afternoon of May 24 th, 1979, some ifty member·s gathered at Exbury for a tour of part of the gardens un er the guidance of Mr D.C.Harris, who welcomed us on behalf of Mr Edmund de Rothschild. This visit had been especially arranged to coi,cide with Chelsea Week, to e!$,ble those members living further a ield to attend a Group excursion whilst they were nearer the ve ue, as many make the long journey for the Chelsea Show each year bu find that the distances are usually too great to attend our · xcursions. Those who did a t ,tend were treated to a mo t interesting and horticulturally educational two-hour stroll though the woods, with ma~y of the rarer trees and shrubs to admire a well as the massed plantings of azaleas and rhododendrons, far to numerous to be named in a short report like this. The weather wasp' rfect, with warm sunshine and little wind, and judging by the a most constant clicking of cameras there must now be some goo collections of lovel~ photographs amongst the members, as a r cord· and happy reminder of a wonderful afternoon. • • In leading the tour party, Mr Harris gave an almost non-stop commentary on, the Exbury Estate, its history d development from the early part. of this century, and the story oft e de Rothschild· family, including the great pioneer work of Li nel in producing rhododendr_on· hybrids before 1940. Apart from omments on the plants, he had many interesting stories and amusing an _cdotes to relat~. These were prompted by the plants as he · came t them; and covered such subjects as the following:~ tree surgery, lmeteoroiogy which included rainfall · and frost and -drought damageJ conservation, · geology, folklore, plant propagation, forestry,. history, plant · nomenclature, plant ·si ting and associations foil- col9ur "effects. Mr Harris has such a wide range of knowledge a.r\.d information· that everybody must or ' should have learned something, and it would be. true to say that every plant, tree or shrub haq a story to tell 

I 
I 
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through his lips. 

It was very encouraging to l earn of the pt,esent methods and future plans for the .estate, in order that Exbury can continue to be maintained in these difficult financial times. I From the business viewpoint, its future seems assured; members wtre able to see much evidence of careful maintenance of the gardens and plants, together with replanting and development of new areas sl that future generations will be able to enjoy Exbury as mu has we did this year. We were privileged and delighted to have also ith us, Mr Betteridge the head gardener, to whom gr eat credit is due for the way in which he and his staff maintain the gardens in such xcellent order. No doubt those members at the back of the 'crocod~le', unable to hear Mr Harris in front, learned more than a thing or two from Mr Betteridge, who seemed to be engaged in conver1ation with them for most of •the time. . After the tour, members were free to wand1r at will and visit the garden centre, where many bargains and cho · ce plants could be obtained. Several cars were seen to leave in he early evening well laden with J?lants, and as Mr Harris had said e rlier, "All this helps Exbury; we charge a small entrance fee and hop or expect that visitors will spend more on our plants". The roup did its bit i 

Dav d Farnes. 
~:T~: :~:N~: ; N-D:~E:. - - - - - by ~.;.:e~c:.- - - - - - - -

If, as they tell us, happy marriages are ~rranged in heaven, someone up there must have had a whale of a tie bringing my wife and me together. It doubtless secured the Awad of the Year for the 'Most Unlikely Match'. 
Members of the Group know Elaine well as. he inventor of the rhododendron (or was it the camellia?) and the present writer is the marginally successful owner of a dwarf conifer ursery at Devizes, not far from Salisbury Plain. A.t the time, El ine had a rather old but very faithful dachshund of which she was ve y fond; but it was soon obvious that the old adage was not applic l e to this occasion -"Love me, love my rhododendrons" being much mo e the issue, since she had a small but choice collection of these, together with some came~lias and other calcifuge plants. Its impo ta.nee was . borne out b_y . a telephone call that she put through to he geologist son, informing him .of what seemed to be looming, and his reply "You can't, Mother, he's on chalk t" 
Fortunately it. turned out that the soil wa greensand (pH neutral), so the matter was allowed to :proceed; The dachshund's reaction was_ equally confirmatory. She lunuaual y .for. her) accepted me at once and it was just as if, her beloved m stress having found a male of her own species to care for her, she elt that her own task was done, for she quietly slipped out of 1 fe soon thereafter. In due course, Elaine's plants reached Dev zes ,and, with ·but few losses, · were established there. Eventually .their owner joined them but not until we had enjoyed a short court hip• and: still shorter honeymoon, often under conditions chara ·t eristically present when an 'irresistible force has met an immovable ·mass. I joined .the International Camellia Society and we went- ons veral memorable tours which we much enjoyed, even though, when expect d by other members t.o shew some knowledge of the plants we were in pecting, I had to admit to·having .none and to being "only here . :fo the beer", or words to like effect • 

. Back at home; the limited space . and other ersonal· considerations combined to . point to another move being inevita le. The nursery was going' through _a bad patch at .the time, so an ea ·1y sale was out of the ~uestion; but later, when business had impr ved and I had become accepted by · the welfare state as a permanent li~bility, •We began to look for someone to qarry qn my aim. to make Wansdyke a source of supply_fop .even ,. the rarest o:f dwarf conifers. ~everal ·applicants came ,. along. One turned out to be a ladies' h~itdresser wanting ·a · change.' Others were keen and suitable, but itnp1cunious ~ Finally the preeep.t. purchaser turned up - proof, we· hop, that "Mister Right" always does, in the end . • 

· : 
•· . 
I 
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. In the meantime the search for a final home for Elaine's plants (plus a nice selection of conifers) went on. Elaine insisted on Scotland: my choice was Devon. So we had to clmpromise, . and many S~day~ were spent scouring the Devonshire vil ages with a BDH Soil-testing kit in the boot~ Suddenly then ghtmare turned into a ,,dream - in Dorset. At Morcombelake, between Bridport and Charmouth, we found a-small cottage on 1¼ acres of acid sbil on a south-facing wooded hill,with a nice view seawards and almo~t everything else in eight in the ownership of the National Trust. IThe land was of a peculiar shape, the result of the addition by I previous owner of ~xtra bite as they became available; but it let itself to a simple but. rather bold layout, and there were enough rees, of sorts, to give shelter and shade, Not only so, we find hat the valley across whi~h ~e see the sea deflects up-Channel gales the wind that actually reaches us having crossed the coast slme miles further west, so we seem to have struck a favourable micro-c imate, . -A few loads of small plants were moved in the Spring of 1978, but with the sale of the nursery and the futur of the Pygmy Pinetum at Devizes now assured we have .been ·able, deep te the appalling weather conditions this year, to move the -l.argE;1r plants, These, having come to Devizes as well-established pla~ts, and with seven years' further growth, are now quite attractive specimens . . This makes the chief, perhaps the only interesting, feature of. the project to ·,o_ther gardeners, Although .. the area is not arge, few such plantings will have got off- to such a good sta t as: is represented by> plants such as Abie·s concolor ·•candicans', ft,, Acer capillipes, 8 :flt.-,, A,griseum, 7 ft., . Davidia involucrata, . -ft., . Rhododendron aur,stinii, .6 ft.x 6 ·ft., R.fargesii, 5 ft,x 5 ft., R,insine, 5 .ft ·x • ft.-t" R.cinnabarinum, 6 ft·.x 6 ft., Picea b ewerana, 7 f .x 4 ft,, P,orientalis f.Aureo-spicata', 8 ft .. , or Ma 013.la 'Leonard Messel', 5 ·ft.x 4- ft. Such plants·, with others only s ightly smaller, . do give. a worthwhile immediate effect and justify the .title of this note , ' With a · ·ruling gradient· of 1 in 5 and with virtually no outside help Elaine and I have faced quite a task lump 1ng the larger plants up .the-hill to their allotted stations one at time in a wheelbarrow with one of us hauling in front on a rope. Beneath the thick rich woodland -carpet the soil is a stick loam full of large stones, so . the actual planting has called for e use of a pick, but members inust· not believe all they hear. · The s ory that I was hard at work back-filling the soil over a large · magnol until I noticed· that what· I had taken for roots were Blaine's welli tone, must not be taken seriously. In any case I am sure that i Mould take -much more than being firmly planted in loam to immobilise her t Our :final trans:fer :from Devizes is .progra ed for late July, Thereafter we shall be very pleased to welcome ny members of the Group -or other garden-lovers, who ever find the elves in this .part of the South Coast Trunk Road, A 35. The addre swill be 'Pine ·cottage'~ Gibbs Lane~ ·Morcombeia.ke near 'ifridpor .. When trav·e:iii:ng westwards (i.e. towards Charmouth) in Morcombel ke, look ou.t for. Moore I a ·Biecui t Factory on the left,' after whic • Gibbs .Lane is the first turning on the right, just past the Post .ffice, Pine Cottage being the first house on the r.ight~ Steep grad ents _make ·the use of bottom gear desirable. If _· travelling eastwa de (i~e. towards Bridport), do not attempt the left~hand turn. ontinue _on into. the village and turn near the Biscuit Factory. If practicable, a telephone call beforehah ( 029 789) 455 would be appreciated. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

WHAT IS IT WORTH? THE ULTIMATE VALU:E: OF A RHO ODENDRON. • • . • • , by ~e , er A.Cox. . • They say that beauty is in the ,eye of the Ie;ho;Lder, Take as an example~ a Rhododendron s~ec~e.s, perhaps :,:-e_pute . t? be the'· on.+y one in the country as named. by o.ne well-known autho 
1 
;i. ty, whi_ch if!! much esteemed by :I,. ta owner and· coy,e_teQ. by .. fell9w en~1\n-1:siaets. , Alpng comes another taxonomist who says that the species ~a~ 11-~ver introc;lu_ce~, that the said plant does not match the ty~e h.er;ari~

1 
specimen·. an_d that 'it is a hybrid, nat~al or otherwise, , The owne~ :wai~s .in dismay and if •the second opinion is accepted, t ,e plant loses ~~Qst 

: i 
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its entire hypothetical value, however attract~ve or indifferent it might be horticulturally. Likewise, a suppose~ly rare species may be shown to be synonymous with another much commoner one. One aut~ority may value a species with no icollector1 s number or even a seedling from a numbered plant, :while or·ers reckon only plants with authentic numbers have any real wo th, taxonomically or ge~ealogically • 

.. Gardeners can_ be split into purists and t~ose willing to grow anything of some horticultural merit, regardles of its uncertain ancestry •. . With all the talk ·of conservation o • gardens and plants no:wadaya, these differing outlooks bear rather ore significance · than they d~d a few years ago. So much is being los both in nature and in gardens due to development and neglect; the atter often because of the inability to afford the inflationistic ges of gardeners and general garden upkeep. Many gardens contain -co tless open pollinated seedlings, some self-sown, others fr m seed pans. The owners are reluctant to destroy plants they hav grown for years, regardless of how little apparent value they ma have botanically, horticul:turally or even aesthetically. • . Look at the case of species or hybrid clon s. At the recent Rhododendron Show in London there were two exce l ent clones of R. charitopea, One won its class for the Glaue phyllum Series, while the other received an Award of Merit. Co parison of these two proved (.in my and a friend's eyes) that the cla a winner was slightly superior -to the award ·winner, and yet the latte will be given a .clQnal name and m.ore than likely will be distri uted and recognised as t}:le best available clone of the species. Lil<: wise, a clone of. a particul.~r cross may receive an award , only to: ind a year or so later· that a sibling of the same cross is super .or but ·,too .. similar to the award clone to heµne also, · How do. we place our values· ? . • Is,-an inferior clone, with a collector's n • ber :attached, .of· more . value than a superior one without? Here it de ends on · whether you are .a . botanist or just a gardener interested in beauty .for beauty's sake. , 
Another angle on considering merit. Some with purple or mauve riowers such as R. niveum others hold these in high esteem. How do we ,ra To sum up. Surely most of us strive . . to ha interesting gardens . Posterity should more and consideration. It must, in the end• be more wort little extra trouble and perhaps expense to obt some .. authenticity· and merit, rather than a coll: Everything in life is susceptible to change, ho may ~onsider something to be. Botanists come popularity of certain plants rises and falls. too; ·up13et if plants · we cherish lose their au the 
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WHY I LIKE GRAFTED RHODODENDRONS. 
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py Dav~d Farnes. 
Many of us, rhododendron enthusiasts, att mpt to grow our beloved plants under conditions which range fro slightly unfavourable to absolutely adverse. Our' gartlen , are situated, not to suit our choice of plants, but very largely 6· su1t our places of work and employment. Few of us are in thee viable position of being able to select our garden site first and ur employment as a secondary consideration. Yet it is amazing how many of us do seem ·to .. be ·successful in growing rhododendrons, niore espe·cially the hybrids but also the easier species. , Of course, there are many factors which ea contribute to this success, but· there is.one above all which app~ais to have been· ove:i;-.J:.oo~ed, and that is the influence of th,e ro, tstock of grafted rhododendrons. For the most part R, ponticum h s been used for many'-'·yeare as an easily obt.ainable~ relatively ~heap and . reliable rodtstq·ck • . •. It is easily obtainable be9ause in jany parts of, the British· Isl.es it has .naturalised :,l tself on such a scale as does a · rampant _1'7eed. It is probable that there are vet

1
y few true ponticums grol-fi~g in the wild ' in this· country and that mo t plants are hybrids, so ·near to ponticum as to inalce the distinction possible and 
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certainly unnecessary for the theme of this es~ay . Rhododendron ponticu.m_ can be said to be a native or certai n 1y a natural plant of the Flora of The British Isles. There is evid nee from fossil records that it existed here before the last I e Age, which wiped out the., species at the time, and although the limate may have changed since then, the soil conditions probab y have not to the same extent. It is therefore not surprising tat ponticum is at home in its natural environment, with conseque t extensive regeneration from seed, since its re-introduct~on in the eighteenth century. 

i In the British Isles ponticu.m appears to xhibit great t olerance of adverse conditions,of both soil conditions d weather extremes. It will tolerate a soil pH of up to neutral, d survive severe winters and droughts. After the long hot . su.mm r of 1976 which followed the equally dry but less hot year of 1975, there appeared to be little permanent damage to wild plants y t -very many garden plants were reported lost. Relatively few of hese were of plants . grafted- to ponticu.m rootstock, and even with p. ants of this type that suffered under the drought conditions, may made complete recoveries when the autumn rains did eventuall come. Plants on their own roots, and especially species, seem io lack this power of recovery. • . It has been reported that when transplant d and imported into a new garden, mature rhododendrons often grow ess well than plants derived .from them - either by l ayers or ·cuttin s - but .rooted in the soil of the new garden from the start. This e hanced effect would seem to apply to plants grafted to ponticu.m ro tstock, if the new garden soil .can be likened in this case to the natural soil of Britain, to which ponticum has more affinity. . Much has been written and spoken about th undesirable features of grafted plants, the chief of which is the s ckering habit; yet it is a simple matter to inspect the plants in on ' s garden at regular but 'infrequent intervals for removal of the su kers . This can be conveniently combined with t he operation of fl wer dead-heading in the · early summer, when suckers are most likely t9 appear. Few of us would doubt the value to the health of our pla ts of dead-heading; yet many probably find the operation very tedi us .but refrain ·from saying so i It .seems str·ange that many compla ·n about the operation of de.:..suckering., which takes very much less t· e per plant and surely is a small price to pay if by growing grafted lants one is able to enjoy rhododendrons in an otherwise unfavourab e situation. . •. For those of us for~unate enough to enjoy our gardeni~g ~rid the grow~ng of rhododendrons under ideal condi ions, the advantages of :~ont1cum root. stock grafts are probably not obvious or relevant; but"for the many like i;nyself, who labour under difficulties, they, are such as to make life possible fo;r;-. both the plants and. •ourselves t It is_ t9 be- hpped .• 1fu.a.t the several commercial series that pro,duce grafted plants will coptinue to do ao·. for inany ears to qome., By _so doing they· w;ill inprease the growin~,-of our be ov_ed pl~tf! .. . a.p.d so }'liden the interest in them. This must surely be of timate bene~it· to the study of rh~dodendrons and t9 our Group, which could have ~n increased membership and further di'ssemination of knowle e a;r.d · plant. material, and·· a sharing of our pleasure. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -A PLANTING PROBLEM IN A NORTHERN GARDEN. No es by the Editor. . By now the correspondence has turned into acti~n, and: there should- be a. good 'deal of det~i_led info:r:-ma tion vailable dur:ing tp.e 1,97.9~6 planting. season • . 'l::P.e . owner · <:>f the gard n has n9w pai!i very purposeful visits to Sir. Charles Richmond Bro I s garden, to Lea. Rhod·odendron Gardens Ltd., and. to . ;three: other . ources of planting material'; .. of thee/3, more anon·.- , :At -pre~ent th~ o .. mer is, heavily engaged· ·in the' absorbing .ta~k of p;tann~g. the ayout - .· aµ,~ .~omehow the size of .the· border has been increased - an choosirig plants. As I know .what.- is available and under considerati~n .I .ha..zard-' a ' guess that: most -. members wo,;u.d love that . part t . ,Mu~h advice_.. op.': tp.e_ -~election of,i:plarits has been· offered and. accepted, , and_. s me of : .the hard• work of pre.pa~ipg the ground has already been done. T ere m,ay be: a .fur;ther note · in: No. 1 O, and fine detail in 11 and 1 2 ~ Br, ,!u;LY, , de.ad-~eading- ~ . _· ... , - \ -:-. - • - - - .. - . - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - ! ~ • - - - - - - - • - - -
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·AMERICAN CORNER. 
CONTROLLED POLLINATION VERSUS HAND POLLINATION. By B .c .Potte,r • . A bumble be~ loads its body with pollen as it crawls •in and out of flowers . a:qd·, during i ta flight above a group of rhododendrons, its whirling wings dislodge the pollen grains c~ing ng to its body into the air, aliowing them to settle down on waitin stigmas . . These bees are notorious polli.nators. Birds, landing on f~owering rhododendrons in·i'search of insects, do .a good job of pollinat~ng with their: heads. Also picking up pollen on their body feathers aid wings, their distribution of pollen should not be under-esti ated. Pollen, dropped on.corollas and leaves from ripe stamens, soon ries to dust-like grains. With the first gust of wind, these poll n grains can cover a large area of naked stigmas. There are many ins cts that are not generally considered to be pollinators that are really very effective in their ability to pollinate and distribute po len. They range in size •from the tiniest to the large-winged types, Do we not defy the power of nature to poll nate receptive. stigmas when we suggest hand pollination is meaningful . In the wild plant ·· kingdom,nature has its own complex methods for controlled pollination, without which there ·would ·be no species. When w bring rhododendron species out of their natural environment and pl ce them in close contact with other species and existing hybrids, we destroy nature's control of their purity. · . , ,. Of course, controlled pollination only· app ies to the serious rhododendron breeder who is breeding for a defi ite purpose, This type of breeding demands a high degree of accuracy, tat is necessary in the evaluation of parental contribution and pro~ess toward the goal sought. • I · - -- - - - - - - - · - - - - - - - - - - - - - - r - - - - - - - - - -BOOKS. 

N is by the Editor, To bring members up to date on t h e book "Hy rids and Hybridizers" mentioned in "American Corner" in Bulletin No, 7, I append an extract from a further letter from Mr Mayers to the Chai, man. With reference to · the book on Japanese Maples, I have seen this, and have read mos·t of it, so. I can endorse the idea which presumabl impelled Mr Mayers to bother with it at all. For those who can envi ag_e the_ outlay, I re,c·ofil!1:lend at the. very least an investigation, _fo • ,it ·is ·beautifu,lly produced, ·very comprehensive and beautifully ill strated .with · 200 colour photographs. If I considered I could affo d it I should undoubtedly buy it at once - surely this is th,e est r ec·ommendation~ "I _have • shipped out · six copies of HYBRI.;DS • & E.Yl?RIDI,Z~fili .and have ord·ered ' an additional nine copies from America. . hose .who sent cheques will receive the book for £10 but, · as you will n te from the. ,enc],osed a.dvice • from the publishers·, I shall have to incr ase the '-price • henc~forth to ·.£12 per copy postpaid. It is st:i,ll :~ ·bc\,rg~in, . . . . . . J . . , ·• " I am also in a :position to supply fellow me ·. bers . wi.th ci;>pies of Vertrees'' book on Japanese Maples, which lists .f r $39 • .5,o, · at. a • ,. spepial price to members of £15.00, Delivery wi ~ be in two to thre'e mon the ~ " • • • Mr Mayers' address is:- Lorien, Wadhurst, S TN5 6PN. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -FINALLY- - - - ( and Stop Press). 
MR FOX'S TRIP TO SIKKIM WITH MR OLEG POLUNIN'S P TY. As I received information by telephone that details ·were on. th way to me by post, 

\ 

I re-cast this final sheet· in ·order · to amplify t e note on· the front page. These· extracts may' appear disj'oi:hted;. this 'due t9, qomp~e.sno.~, was inevitable. "-~-o:p.e purpose of the ·trip wil~ be tp.!:? ·col;tection of seed.- For the first time in many ·years it will b possible to collect in Si:kkim again, and that at heights up to above ··14, 000 feet. • I ·only hope we 1 -find·: the rhododendron seed sufficiently ·ipature,------ My gatherings wi11 ·not be restricted in any ~ay solflY to rhododendrons but·i I hope~ cover a broad spectrum of the larg~ and fascina_t _ing • Sikk'im ' flora~~---- There is no need for subscribirs to send -~my m~ney . 'in· ·advance. It will be better: to. wait until I s~ • what is colJ,:ected, but'•·i:f'' those people definitely interested would ·,et'· me know that1·they wish :-t ,o·· P.~rti~ipa'.tE:1,, then a . ·short notr to I_!lY a~a. . . ess • wou,J.p. ' suf~i•ce1 
indi'cating any particular· preferences euch' as, t::ree'e and shrubs; ferns, rhododendrons; primulas, alpines, hardy plants, ~ub-tropica1·· plar1ts-;.;.". I 
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